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 Life’s most fundamental question is not, “How can I be happy?” or “What 
should I do in life?”  The greatest question we face is, “Why am I here?” 

 

I believe we were created by God for a purpose that is greater than we can 
imagine and until we understand that, life is hard to figure out.  I would like 
to invite you and your family and friends on a journey of discovery this fall 
here at Hillcrest as we explore the most essential of all questions… 

What On Earth Am I Here For? 

 

This discovery will include Sunday morning messages as well as small group 
connection opportunities.  This will be a church wide campaign that will unite 
all of us, as well as many others, as we discover God’s Word on this most  

basic and life altering question.  It is my hope that we all discover our origin, 
identity, meaning, purpose, significance and destiny. 

 
Join us this fall! 

 by Tim Lee, Senior Pastor   

What On Earth Are We Here For? 

This August we will focus on “Getting past the dog days..” 

We will take a look at religion, self-doubt, fear, and finances and how they 

 effect our everyday lives.  

 

We hope to see you this Sunday.   

 

 



 

Hillcrest Happenings  

 by Doris Ing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vines of Life Community Garden 

 

 

Parenting Your Teen Class    by Tim Lee, Senior Pastor   
 

You are invited to join Pastor Tim at the Christian Conference Center (245 North Powell Ave.) for a discussion on parenting 
teens.  For the next 4 weeks Tim will help lead a conversation on the topics of identity, turmoil, rebellion and legacy. 
 

We will watch videos of teens and parents that were interviewed and hear from award winning authors and Christian counselors 
Les and Leslie Parrott. 
 

All our invited...especially if you are a parent of a teen, know a teen or will someday have a teenager.  The class will meet from 
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Students are welcomed to come and join the high school group meeting at the same time. 

VOL is growing beautifully and healthy. Thanks to all the volunteers who have helped with lawn care, weeding, planting, and 
harvesting. We've harvested many times already and donated bags of produce to the Freestore over the past few weeks. We are 
grateful to everyone helping to grow fresh vegetables to share with our neighbors. 
 

Many neighbors have joined us on Wednesday evenings for garden play days. The children have been learning how to  

differentiate a weed from a vegetable. We've tasted numerous herbs and vegetables. We're learning together and everyone is 
having a great time in the garden!  
 

The “Supermommy” Herb Garden has taken off and growing well. Thanks to the Super Church kids and their leaders Alice and 
Vicki for tending to this plentiful green space. They harvested lettuce and numerous herbs to share with the families. Many were 
blessed with this bountiful harvest!  Cannot wait to see what they harvest next week. Feel free to take some home and/or take 
some to share with a neighbor.  
 

I also want to say thank you to each of you for your generous gifts and donations;  gifts of time and faithful prayers. Your com-
mitment and support continues to bless the Hilltop community and many lives have been encouraged and renewed. May we 
continue to seek opportunities to serve our neighbors by being a presence in the garden, sharing a kind word or blessing them 
with some fresh produce.   
 

I also want to express thanks to the following families for donating garden supplies to VOL.  
 

If you are interested in volunteering in the garden, we have a variety of garden projects in need of attention. We are especially 
looking for volunteers to help with weekly lawn care and weeding. Feel free to contact either Terry or myself if you have more 
questions. 

See you in the garden. Have a blessed week. 

Please contact Terry Tharp or Doris Ing if you would like to volunteer or have further questions.    

Calling All Women     by Cathy Wright 
The next American Baptist Women (ABW) meeting will be on Saturday, August 10 at 9 am.  Starting at 8:45 am, Terry 
Tharp will be providing a delicious breakfast.  Fall, winter, and the holidays will be here before you know it.  At this meeting 
we will be discussing the Love Auction, organizing committees, etc.  In addition, there will be an update on the women’s 
retreat (titled Café Chocolat) which will be held at Camp Kirkwood Friday, January 10, 2014 through Saturday, January 11, 
2014.   
 

Any questions?  Please contact Cathy Wright or Susan Schultz 
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Pioneer Clubs by Stacy Lee  

  
 

  

Dates to remember:   

August 14          PC Leader Meeting 

September 4      PC Leader Work Night 

September 11    PC Kickoff 

September 15    Annual PC Bake Sale  

 

Highlights of Pioneer Clubs 2012 - 2013 

Attention All Pioneer Clubs Teachers: Meeting Reminder! 

The Pioneer Clubs leader meeting is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, August 14 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m.  We will meet at the Christian Conference Center at 245 N. Powell 
Avenue.  This is our chance to prepare and pray for the new season of club as a leader-
ship team. 

  

Pioneer Clubs Kicks Off - 11th Year at HBC 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, September 11th for the kick off of Pioneer Clubs.  
Pioneer Clubs is our weekly children’s ministry for kids ages 2 through the 5th grade.  
Clubs meet from September through April every Wednesday from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for a 
fun time of Bible study, Bible memorization, crafts, games and other exciting events.  
The cost is $15 per student and includes all of their materials and award badges for the 
year.  Each student must have a completed registration form signed by their par-
ent/guardian in order to participate.  Registration forms will be available on the Pioneer 
Clubs bulletin board in the fellowship hall starting August 18th.  Scholarships are avail-
able if needed.  Please contact club coordinator Stacy Lee with any questions.  Please be 
praying for this wonderful ministry. We are looking forward to another fantastic year! 

  

Fall Fundraiser: Bake Sale 

On Sunday, September 15th we will be hosting our annual Pioneer Clubs Bake Sale to 
raise money for our clubs.  A variety of homemade baked goods will be available for sale 
down in the fellowship hall after the morning worship service.  The sale is funded by do-
nations only.  All money raised is used to fund this year’s Pioneer Clubs ministries at 
HBC.  If you would like to donate baked goods please contact Stacy Lee.  Hope to see 
you and your sweet tooth on the Sept. 15th! 



Youth News by Nathan Cooper 

  July was a month bookended by two incredible week-long experiences for our students.  At the beginning of July our 
students enrolled at Kirkwood University, this year’s senior high camp at Camp Kirkwood.  They spent the week learn-
ing and playing in this college-themed camp that even included a college fair with representatives from nine different 
Christian colleges.  Throughout the week the students learned about the importance of community, how to find their 
identity in Christ, how to take ownership of their spiritual growth, marks of maturity, and the importance of sharing our 
faith with others.  It was an incredible week for our senior high students. 

At the end of the month three of our students (Drew Archer, Justin Brewer, and Derek Whipkey) and I flew to Twin 
Falls, Idaho, for a week long mission trip.  This trip was the second half of the OHIDAHO mission trip swap after the 
youth group from Twin Falls spent a week at Hillcrest in June.  While in Twin Falls we worked with the First Baptist 
Church as our host. 

We worked very hard throughout the week on a variety of service projects.  On Monday we painted playground equip-
ment at a local elementary school that the church has adopted.  On Tuesday we worked at a local church that has 
started a food pantry helping them expand the size of their storage space, worked at a local faith-based thrift store, 
then helped out at FBC’s outdoor Vacation Bible School in the park.  On Wednesday we served lunch at the Salvation 
Army, did some landscaping at a local homeless shelter, and helped with the VBS.  On Thursday we did some landscap-
ing at a local pregnancy center, performed random acts of kindness around town, and finished up VBS.  On Friday we 
headed to Cathedral Pines, the local American Baptist camp, where we spent the day painting a barn.  Once our work 
was done we got to relax on the weekend.  We went boating on Saturday, shared in worship with FBC on Sunday, then 
went hiking to a place called Balanced Rock, all before heading home on Monday. 

The trip was an incredible week of service to others.  We may never know the impact the work that we did will have.  
Through this experience we all learned that sharing the gospel doesn’t only mean that we tell people about the love of 
Christ, but that we also show them the love of Christ.  We very literally got to be the hands and feet of Christ last 
week.  It was a lot of hard work, but we know that we lived out THE Cause of Christ and our goal at Hillcrest to change 
the world. 


